
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Wednesday, 
7 April 2021 at 10.00 am via Microsoft teams.  
 
 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 

Mr AL Barry 
Mr A Bowness 
Mr A Kennon 
Mr J Lister 
 

Mr T Lywood 
Mr AJ Markley  
Ms C McCarron-Holmes 
Mr MA Johnson 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West) 
Miss A Sykes 
Mr D Hamilton 

- Highways Network Manager 
- Democratic Services Officer 

 
 
64 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence received on this occasion.  
 
 
65 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED that,  the minutes of the previous meeting held 17 February 

2021 be confirmed as an accurate and complete record.  
 
 
66 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members considered a report from the Traffic Management Team Leader which 
provided an update on topical traffic management related matters within Allerdale. 
The Traffic Management Team leader began by providing an update on the 
introduction of the 50mph speed limit on the A595 at Bothel. Members noted that 
the proposal had now been issued to Connect Roads to implement on their network. 
 
Members were reminded that the County Council had received funds to implement a 
number of temporary Active Travel schemes to support the COVID19 response. 
Whereas most of the schemes had been removed some had remained in place 
such as Station Road / St John’s Street, Keswick  
which had seen implementation of a temporary one-way restriction and 20mph 
speed limit. The one-way restriction had been a part of a recommendation made in 
the recently undertaken Keswick Transport Improvement Study.  This temporary 
exercise had provided officers with a unique opportunity to see the restriction 



working and a large amount of positive feedback had since been received. Three 
more schemes still remained in place, these were:-  B5289, A66 junction into 
Keswick (temporary cycle lane), Thirlmere Dam road (temporary restriction of motor 
vehicles), Annie Pit Lane crossroads and Vulcans Lane / Oxford Street crossroads, 
Workington (cycling priority at traffic signals). The Local Member for Keswick 
commented on his support of the Station Road scheme and the A66 junction 
scheme. He also explained that the view of Parish councillors were keen to have the 
Thirlmere Dam road opened back up to traffic and asked for officer advice on the 
way forward. The Traffic Management Team Leader explained that the Council were 
aware of the Parish Council’s views and were in discussion with United Utilities to 
try and find a solution which accommodates everyone.  
 
Members heard an update on the Keswick Transport Study that was commissioned 
in March 2019 by partner organisations (Allerdale Borough Council; Cumbria County 
Council; Keswick Town Council; and, the Lake District National Park Authority), and 
completed in December 2019. The Traffic Management Team Leader informed 
members that the Programme Delivery Board, which included officers from all four 
partners, had met four times over the past year and was progressing on the eight 
packages described in the report. The Local Member expressed his disappointment 
at the news that the Premier Inn developer was challenging the necessity of the 
pedestrian crossing facility on Crosthwaite Road as laid out in package 8. Whilst 
discussing the work plans in general the Local Member suggested that elected 
representatives from Keswick should have had more input at the meetings of the 
Programme Delivery Board but thanked officers and partners for their work to 
deliver improvements.  
 
Members heard that funding for the School Street schemes had been secured 
through Active Travel to trial this at 6 schools in the county. Traffic Management 
officers were working with Active Travel and Road Safety colleagues to approach a 
school in each area where the School Streets initiative could be introduced to assist 
in resolving existing issues. A discussion took place whereby members expressed 
concerns regarding the initiative, but members noted that full consultation and a 
Local Committee decision would be required before any further action could be 
taken.  
 
RESOLVED that,  members noted the contents of the report.  
 
 
67 QUARTER 1 IN-HOUSE WORKS PROGRAMME 
 
Members received a verbal update from the Highways Network Manager on the in 
house works programme due to take place in Quarter 1 of the year 2021/22. 
Members received the update on the programme which was shared with the 
Working Group for information only.  
 
 
68 2021 SURFACE DRESSING PROGRAMME 
 
Members received a verbal report from the Highways Network Manager on the 
Allerdale Surface Dressing Programme for 2021.  



 
The Highways Network Manager explained that the Surface Dressing Programme 
would begin in April but a large proportion of the work would take place throughout 
May. Members noted that the works would require road closure but only during the 
application process and roads would not be expected to be closed for an extended 
period. A discussion took place regarding the balance of the various highway 
budgets. Members then asked whether it would be possible to present the surface 
dressing programme information alongside member’s respective divisions.  
 
 
69 JET PATCHING UPDATE 
 
The Highways Network Manager provided a verbal update on the Jet Patching 
programme which had taken place from February through to Easter. Three teams 
were working across the Allerdale area to target areas based on call- centre 
potholes reports. The information from the reporting system was then collated and 
specific clusters of potholes were targeted.  It was AGREED that the Highways 
Network Manager would share the Jet Patching information via email to members of 
the Working Group.  
 
 
70 CROSSCANONBY UPDATE 
 
The Highways Network Manager provided an update on the works at 
Crosscanonby. The Council is working to the assumption that the works will receive 
MMO consent and have made preparations for a start on 10 May. The plan would 
be to shut the junction at Crosscanonby on 4 May, then subject to having the 
consent in time materials would be delivered and works would begin for both in 
house and our contractor. In response to questions, the Highways Network Manager 
stated that a further delay of a month could be possible due to the delay in receiving 
consent. A discussion then took place regarding possible MMO consent conditions 
and members were given assurance that the Council was prepared to meet these 
conditions.  
 
 
71 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group is due to take place on 
30 June 2021.  
 
 

The meeting ended at 11:30 am  
  

 
 

 


